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Background and previous findings Introducing morphology as an interaction effect

Sonorants are a
feminine cue in Urdu

Previous research used logistic regression models, where a computer
finds phonological cues for names’ genders without taking
morphology into account.

Certain sounds sound more feminine or masculine than others,
cross-linguistically (Kang 2021; Ackermann & Zimmer 2021).
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This only allows for each cue to behave one way across all names.

~100 most popular boys names

Names Maximal model Minimal model

. D
N e, Kang (2021) controlled for morphology by re- ~100 m.OSt popular girls’ names . I ) I 3
/;gﬁ;; . “way  moving suffixes from names. After removing (Board of Intermediate and Secondary Education 2022) Soncres Sonorants Sonorants | SOmOTants Sonorants | SomOTants
[ —:/1*  suffixes, Urdu feminine names were shorter gt | Sar | LeSgth
With lighter Syllables and fewer IOW VowelS- Sonorant proportion by gender Sonorant proportion by morphology and gender N Length T T o1 o w T Q
3} i} morph?)logy Morphology fnjor!)\:lzlogy Morphology gor;%bgy Morphology
;j 2 ;j S - # : # : Introducing morphology as an interaction effect allows us to find
, : 2 ° 2 ’ different patterns in names with and without morphology.
What were studying, and the role of morphology 3 0 I |

F M NoMorph.F  NoMorph.M Morph.F Morph.M

Gender Morphology x Gender

Popular name data is used as a proxy for gender perception. Parents
choose names matching their child's gender (see Oelkers 2003).

Sonorant effects only appear after Implications for future research

taking morphology into account.
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